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The Leopard´s Journey

The Leopard’s Journey is a series born from inner reflection and a desire to give form
to an intuitive and intimate voice. Each painting opens a threshold between the visible
and the invisible, the wild and the spiritual.

The leopard emerges as an elegant and enigmatic presence, but also as a symbol of
instinct, consciousness, and inner guidance.

Mountains, water, open skies, and fragments of nature unfold alongside dreamlike
architectures of leisure - swimming pools, gardens, and tennis courts - suspended like
memories. These imagined landscapes, situated between reality and fiction, become
territories through which the leopard moves freely, embodying both presence and
mystery.

The presence of the panther introduces an additional layer of tension and balance:
strength and stillness, control and instinct coexisting within the same visual space. The
geometry of the tennis court, with its precise lines and measured proportions,
contrasts with the fluidity of the natural landscape, creating a dialogue between order
and freedom.

A palette of soft lavenders, butter yellows, watery blues, and coral pinks creates an
atmosphere of quietness and contemplation.
The compositions invite a slower gaze, encouraging the viewer to look beyond what is
immediately visible.

In this way, the leopard does not remain confined to the canvas; it continues its journey
within the viewer, becoming a subtle reflection of the inner world.
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Colour as a Construction of the Inner Landscape

In María Cortés’ work, colour does not describe the landscape: it transforms it.
Chromatic bands, the interplay between vivid and muted tones, and the coexistence of
warm and cool palettes create spaces suspended between memory, intuition, and
fiction.

Far from pursuing a naturalistic representation, the artist uses colour as an
emotional architecture capable of altering the perception of time and space.
Impossible skies, luminous waters, and geometric surfaces generate
atmospheres of quiet contemplation where reality and imagination coexist in
delicate balance.

Through this tension between artifice and contemplation, each painting
becomes an inner territory rather than a specific place.

Artist’s Statement

“Painting is my way of suspending time. Each work begins with an emotion, a journey,
or an inner image guided by intuition. The leopard appears as a presence that
embodies the silent and intuitive force that runs throughout my work.”

 María Cortés
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Off the Wall, 2025. Acrylic on canvas. 130 × 160 cm. Signed and dated verso.

Off the Wall challenges conventional perceptions by bringing together elements of
reality and the imagined.

In this painting, the leopard symbolizes freedom and instinctive strength in contrast to
the rigid structure of the tennis court. The geometric lines of the court, typically
associated with rules and discipline, intertwine with the vibrant presence of hedges
and palm trees, creating a visual dialogue between order and spontaneity.
Above, a sky composed of layered bands of colour introduces a dreamlike dimension,
inviting the viewer to engage with the work from a broader perspective where
boundaries begin to dissolve.

The title, Off the Wall, suggests both a departure from established conventions and an
invitation to explore new dimensions of creativity and imagination.
In this way, the painting not only challenges traditional perceptions but also celebrates
the transformative power of art.
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The Pink Moon and the Leopard, 2025. Acrylic on canvas. 97 × 130 cm. Signed and dated
verso.

The Pink Moon and the Leopard was born under a mysterious synchronicity.

The sky had already been painted when, unknowingly, María Cortés chose that very
day to create a pink moon—the same moon that was shining over the real world at
that exact moment.

In this work, the leopard moves silently beside a curved lake, surrounded by lavender
mountains and an atmosphere of quiet serenity. Above, the moon — a silent witness
— watches over the scene like an invisible guide.

Nothing was planned, and yet everything seems to be exactly where it belongs.
The painting speaks of intuition, of a beauty that reveals itself effortlessly, and of those
presences that accompany us even when they remain unseen. The leopard embodies
that silent force within us which, like the moon itself, appears precisely when it is
needed.

The work becomes a celebration of the moment — of that which is felt before it is
understood.
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The Leopard and the Pool, 2025
Acrylic on canvas. 97 × 130 cm. Signed and dated verso.

This work evokes the artist’s memories of the coves of Mallorca, with their tranquil
turquoise waters and luminous coastlines that become spaces for contemplation.

While painting it, María Cortés recalled The Crossing of the Styx by Landscape with
Charon Crossing the Styx, a work she had studied closely for its extraordinary
treatment of landscape. Here, she places the leopard — a symbol of intuition and inner
strength — at the edge of a swimming pool, creating a threshold between nature and
architecture.

Colour and geometry merge within a dreamlike atmosphere where stillness and
movement coexist, inviting the viewer into a landscape suspended between memory,
imagination, and reflection.
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The Panther and the Tennis Court, 2026
Acrylic on canvas. 130 × 160 cm. Signed and dated verso.

The Panther and the Tennis Court presents a striking and unexpected encounter
between instinct and structure.

A black panther moves directly towards the viewer across an immaculate blue tennis
court, its gaze unwavering, almost confrontational.
The surrounding landscape draws inspiration from Lake Como: a tranquil turquoise
lake, layered mountains, and a Mediterranean villa framed by cypress trees and lush
gardens. Above, a sky built from soft horizontal bands of colour creates an
atmosphere suspended beyond time.

The rigid geometry of the tennis court contrasts with the fluid presence of the animal.
Silent, composed, and powerful, the panther becomes a symbol of inner strength
moving through a world defined by order and boundaries.
There is no narrative resolution, only a moment charged with both tension and
stillness.

The viewer is placed directly in its path, invited to enter a space where serenity and
intensity coexist simultaneously.
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Come Closer, Slowly, 2026
Acrylic on canvas. 110 × 110 cm. Signed and dated verso.

Come Closer, Slowly forms part of The Leopard’s Journey, a series in which each
landscape becomes an emotional territory rather than a physical place.

Here, the invitation is not outward but inward. The viewer is not asked to approach the
animal, but rather to enter a state of quiet attention.
The panther does not seek attention; it simply holds a presence. Its movement is
minimal, yet it generates a subtle pull — a quiet force that invites the viewer to move
closer, slowly and almost unconsciously.

In this context, Come Closer, Slowly also becomes a way of experiencing the painting
itself: not through immediacy, but through gradual immersion. A silent approach
guided more by instinct than intention.
The work creates a presence that transforms the surrounding space, not through
intensity, but through a quiet and enduring atmosphere.
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The Edge of Silence, 2026
Acrylic on canvas. 100 × 65 cm. Signed and dated verso.

At the edge of a still pool, a leopard remains suspended between presence and
instinct.
The scene unfolds within a constructed landscape - ordered, geometric, and serene -
yet the animal introduces a subtle disruption to that equilibrium.
Bands of colour stretch across the horizon, dissolving time and place into something
that belongs equally to the real and the imagined. The water, motionless yet animated
by a barely perceptible movement, becomes a threshold: a space of reflection,
tension, and possibility.

Here, control and wild nature coexist without conflict. The leopard does not move, and
yet it holds the entire scene in a state of quiet alertness.
A moment before something happens. Or perhaps just after.
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On the Wall, 2026
Acrylic on canvas. 89 × 116 cm. Signed and dated verso.

For the first time, the leopard enters an interior space.
Set within an architectural environment - defined by a column, a wall, and a terrazzo
floor -  the scene shifts from the open landscape into a constructed space. Beyond it,
bands of colour evoke a distant sunset, blurring the boundary between inside and
outside.

A large unseen window reveals itself only through light: its shadow stretches across
the floor, suggesting a presence that is felt even while remaining out of sight.
The leopard moves silently through this space, no longer entirely wild, yet not
domesticated. It inhabits a threshold between exterior and interior, instinct and
structure.

On the Wall marks a moment of arrival.
Or perhaps a pause before crossing even further inward.
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The Panther on the Tennis Court Path, 2026
Acrylic on canvas. 33 × 41 cm. Signed and dated verso.

In this work, a black panther moves silently along the edge of a tennis court, following
a stone path that cuts through a landscape constructed through colour.

Viewed from an elevated perspective, the composition transforms an everyday scene
into an emotional territory where geometry and instinct enter into dialogue.

The vibrant pink and blue tennis court introduces a space of order and structure, while
the luminous green surroundings bring an organic and expansive energy. The panther
- a silent presence and a symbol of intuition and inner strength - appears to move
between these two worlds, inhabiting a threshold between control and freedom.

Its gaze, directed towards the viewer, breaks the distance and creates a sense of
unexpected encounter. There is movement, but also a curious stillness: a suspended
moment in which something seems about to happen.

As in other works from The Leopard’s Journey, the landscape does not describe a real
place, but an inner state — a space where presence, memory, and intuition coexist.
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 Miami Sunrise, 2024
Acrylic on canvas. 89 × 116 cm. Signed and dated verso.

In this work, the landscape is reduced to its essential elements: horizon, water, light,
and colour. A yellow sun rises quietly above a vibrant surface where sky and sea
seem to merge into a single luminous atmosphere.

Built through layers of intense oranges, warm pinks, and reflections of light across the
water, the composition transforms a recognisable moment into an emotional
experience suspended between reality and memory. The landscape ceases to
represent a specific place and instead becomes a state of contemplation.

The surface of the water, animated by small flashes of light, introduces a subtle sense
of movement within a scene otherwise dominated by stillness. A quiet tension
emerges between vastness and intimacy, between the fleeting nature of the moment
and its permanence in memory.

As in other works by María Cortés, colour moves beyond description to become an
emotional language: a way of translating sensations, inner states, and moments that
seem to exist outside of time.
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About the Artist

María Cortés (Madrid, 1972) is a contemporary artist whose work creates symbolic
landscapes where colour, energy, and spirituality merge into poetic atmospheres.
Inspired by contemplation, travel, and the images that have shaped her life, she
transforms memories and visions into dreamlike settings imbued with serenity and
vitality.

Her paintings use colour as an emotional language, expressing inner states in
transformation, while mountains, skies, and lakes evoke the intimate experience of
seeing and self-discovery. Her work is held in private collections in Brazil, Puerto Rico,
the Dominican Republic, Spain, and the United States.

Born into a family of art and antiques dealers and co-founder of MAS ARTE magazine,
Cortés has developed a distinguished career within the international art world.
Through her work with galleries including Coll & Cortés and Colnaghi, as well as
through María Cortés Fine Art Consultancy, she has cultivated a refined visual
sensibility that informs every aspect of her artistic practice.
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